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~50-year-old man who contacted his primary care provider about gas 
ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ άŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ŀƴǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ Ƴȅ ƭŜƎΦέ 
Recent travel to Ethiopia. Endorses upset stomach, nausea, and 
diarrhea while he was there. CBC shows microcytic RBCs (MCV 71 fL) 
and mild relative monocytosis (11%) and eosinophilia (9%). Stool 
sample sent for surgical pathology.
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DIAGNOSIS?



Lateral genital pore

uterus

tegument



Calcareous corpuscles
Mineral concretions found in all cestodes
Believed to possibly protect worm from metabolic acid



31-43 um
Thick radiate shell

Usually contains oncosphere 
with 6 refractile hooklets



Life cycle

1. Proglottids / eggs shed into environment

2. Eaten by cattle (T. saginata) or pigs (T. solium)

3. Travels from intestine to muscle of the intermediate 
host

a. Eggs hatch in small intestine

b. Oncospheres (1st larval stage) travel to muscle

c. Cysticercus (2nd larval stage) develops

4. Undercooked meat eaten by human
a. Cysticercus --> protoscolex --> scolex --> proglottids

1. After 2 months gravid proglottids shed 



Take home summary

ÅClinical: Often asymptomatic, abdominal pain, weight loss, rarely 
obstruct biliary tree

ÅDiagnosis: O&P, gross exam, coproantigen testing, molecular

ÅTreatment: praziquantel or albendazole

ÅSpeciating important because T. solium can cause cysticercosis
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72-year-old man with PSA of 5.3. No prior prostate biopsies.
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DIAGNOSIS?



PIN4 = HMW CK + p63 + P504S racemase


